
 

CIVIL AIR PATROL 

 A GREAT RESOURCE FOR HOMESCHOOL STUDENTS! 

 
Homeschooled families across the nation have found a 

welcoming environment in CAP. Because of the variance in 

opportunities, homeschool students can take advantage of the 

academics, leadership training and the many STEM programs 

initiatives and projects. Often, parents join along with their 

children which can enhance program participation and outcomes. 

Students are often able to incorporate CAP core programs into 

their academic curriculum.  Flexibility of homeschooling hours is 

just one of the positive reasons for CAP involvement. 

Because homeschooling extends beyond academics, CAP is a 

natural part of homeschooled students’ education.  

There are about 2.5 million homeschool students in grades K-12 in 

the United States (or three to four percent of school-age children), 

according to the National Education Home Research Institute 

(NEHRI). 

Cadets are young leaders who think seriously about their futures. 

They may not yet know exactly what they want to do in adult life, 

but they're test-flying potential career interests. 

Cadet activities are akin to electives at school, and CAP schedules 

them mostly as "Saturday" and "school vacation" programs. Some 

of the most popular career fields among cadets are aviation, 

technology, military and leadership. Cadets remain free to mix-and

-match to their liking. 

Today's Cadets . . . Tomorrow's Leaders 

‘ The relationship between CAP and homeschoolers is a win-win situation for everyone. 

Homeschoolers tend to bring an independent focus to their pursuits, which benefits CAP.  

But it’s a reciprocal relationship. CAP gives us as much as we’re willing to put in.  

The Civil Air Patrol can use our independence, but tempered with an emphasis on a team effort.’ 

Cadet 2nd Lt. Tina Davis, 

Maine Wing 

WE CAN SHAPE AMERICA’S FUTURE...TODAY! 

ABOUT... CAP is a volunteer, non-profit or-

ganization that also serves as the civilian 

auxiliary to the U.S. Air Force. Our three 

missions are to develop youth through a  

cadet program, educate Americans on the 

importance of aviation and space, and 

perform live-saving humanitarian missions. 

The CAP Cadet Program is a year-round 

program where Cadets fly, learn to lead, hike, 

camp, get in shape, and push themselves to 

new limits. If you’re dreaming about a career 

in aviation, space, or the  military, CAP’s 

Cadet Program is for you. 

CAP is not a military or boarding school, but a 

youth development program that incorporates 

aviation and military customs and 

courtesies.  Through their experiences as 

CAP cadets, young people develop into 

responsible citizens and become tomorrow's 

aerospace leaders. The leadership skills,   

self-confidence, and discipline cadets gain 

through CAP prepares them to achieve 

whatever goals they set for themselves in 

life.  

To fulfill its goal of developing young people 

into responsible citizens and aerospace 

leaders, the Cadet Program is developed 

around five program elements: Leadership, 

Character Development, Aerospace 

Education, Physical Fitness, and Activities.  

As cadets participate in these five elements, 

they advance through a series of 

achievements, earning honors and increased 

responsibilities along the way. Homeschooled families across the  
nation have found a welcoming environment 

in CAP.  
Maryland Wing 
Cadet earns the 
CAP Gen. Billy 
Mitchell Award. 
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Civil Air Patrol, the longtime all-volunteer U.S. Air Force auxiliary, is the newest member of the Air Force’s Total Force. In this role, 
CAP operates a fleet of 560 aircraft, performs about 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by 
the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and is credited by the AFRCC with saving an average of 82 lives annually. CAP’s 61,000 

members also perform homeland security, disaster relief and drug interdiction missions at the request of federal, state and local  
agencies. In addition, CAP plays a leading role in aerospace/STEM education, and its members serve as mentors to over 25,000 

young people participating in CAP’s Cadet Programs.  

Visit www.GoCivilAirPatrol.com or www.CAP.news for information.  

 
CONFIDENCE 
CHARACTER 
LEADERSHIP 

 

Civil Air Patrol is a perfect fit for homeschooling 

programs.  CAP squadrons compliment homeschool 

curriculums developing strong partnerships that 

generate a comprehensive education and 

extracurricular activities.  Students who are part of a 

CAP squadron have many opportunities to enhance 

their spirit of commitment, gain confidence and 

ability to strive for excellence.  

Aside from personal growth, other opportunities that 

may be available to cadets are,  Air Force 

scholarships, special awards, scholarships from 

colleges and universities, an overseas exchange 

program and annual National Cadet Special Activity 

(NCSA)  programs.  

MARYLAND WING’S NEWEST SQUADRON SERVES  

HOMESCHOOLED CADETS 
 

Civil Air Patrol’s newest squadron in Maryland is a unique 

unit that meets during the weekday and its charter 

members are part of the Baltimore-area homeschooling 

community.  Granite Cadet Squadron was officially 

chartered on February 27, 2020. 

“Civil Air Patrol offers homeschoolers many valuable 

leadership opportunities and life skills that can be difficult to 

achieve at home,” explains Lt Col Brenda Reed, Squadron 

Commander, who had two of her children join CAP as 

cadets.  “Public speaking, group dynamics, leadership, 

along with our aviation opportunities make CAP a perfect 

addition to any family’s homeschool curriculum.  Not all 

families can participate in Civil Air Patrol during regular 

evening meetings, so this new unit with its daytime 

meetings, is an option for those interested in making CAP a 

part of their lives.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Granite Cadet Squadron — Meets at Maryland Wing 
Headquarters in Granite, Md., on Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m.  Prospective cadets and their families are 
welcome to stop by the squadron. 

Visit the squadron’s website https://granite.cap.gov for more 
information or email granite@mdwg.cap.gov for specific 
questions. 

2020 

The Granite Squadron was awarded the Quality Cadet Unit 

Award for 2020. It was one of 13 Maryland squadrons and 

the only cadet squadron to receive this annual award for 

displaying strong program fundamentals.  

A CAP cadet checks his 

Cessna's instrument panel 

before taking off during a 

flight academy session.  

Schoolchildren admire the model 

plane they and their teacher built 

using a CAP aerospace education 

STEM (science, technology,       

engineering and math) Kit.  

Mission Statement 
Supporting America's communities with emergency 
response, diverse aviation and ground services, 
youth development and promotion of air, space and 
cyber power.  
 

Vision Statement 
Civil Air Patrol, America's Air Force auxiliary, building 
the nation's finest force of citizen volunteers serving 
America. 
 

Core Values 
Integrity, Volunteer Service, Excellence and Respect.  
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